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his household — which has to do with the prohibition of sexual 
relations — leaves] need for the reason also of R. Yohanan. 


1:9: It has been taught: All chambers in the Temple were exempt from 
the requirement of having a mezuzah on their doorposts, except for the 
councillors’ chamber, for it was the residence of the high priest seven 
days a year [T. Yoma 1:2A-B]. 


TO THE COUNCILLORS’ CHAMBER: 


II:1: The councillors’ chamber [M. 1:1A]: Abba Saul would call it 
“the chamber of oil” [T. Yoma 1:3E]. In the beginning they used to 
call it the chamber of oil, and now they call it the councillors’ 
chamber. “The chamber of oil” is a nickname. 


II:2: We have found that the First Temple was destroyed only because 
they worshiped idols, practiced fornication, and committed murder, 
and so in the case of the Second Temple. [In T.’s version:] Said R. 
Yohanan b. Torta, “On what account was Shiloh destroyed? Because 
of the degradation of the festivals and the disgraceful disposition of the 
Holy Things which were there. “As to Jerusalem’s first building, on 
what account was it destroyed? Because of idolatry, licentiousness, and 
bloodshed which was in it. “But [as to] the latter [building] we know 
that they devoted themselves to Torah and were meticulous about 
tithes. “On what account did they go into exile? Because they loved 
money and hated one another without cause. “This teaches you that 
hatred of one for another is evil before the Omnipresent, and Scripture 
deems it equivalent to idolatry, licentiousness, and bloodshed” [T. 
Men. 13:22]. 


AND THEY [ALSO] APPOINT ANOTHER PRIEST AS HIS SUBSTITUTE, LEST SOME CAUSE 


OF INVALIDATION SHOULD AFFECT HIM. R. JUDAH SAYS, ‘‘ALSO: THEY 
APPOINT ANOTHER WOMAN AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR HIS WIFE, ‘LEST [HIS WIFE] 
DIE. ‘‘SINCE IT SAYS, ‘AND HE SHALL MAKE ATONEMENT FOR HIMSELF AND 
FOR HIS HOUSE’ (Lev. 16:6). ‘“‘His HOUSE’ — THIS REFERS TO HIS WIFE.” 
THEY SAID TO HIM, “‘IF SO, THE MATTER IS WITHOUT LIMIT.” 


III:1: They appoint another priest as his substitute lest some cause of 
invalidation [of the high priest who is to officiate on the Day of 
Atonement] should affect him [M. 1:1B-C]. Now do they designate 
another priest along with him? Said R. Haggai from there [Babylonia] 
that they do not designate another priest alongside, he may kill him. 
“[This is the offering which Aaron and his sons shall offer to the Lord 
on the day when he is anointed: a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a 
regular cereal offering.... The priest from among Aaron’s sons who is 


